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    Smoke Signals 
Arrowhead Improvements Association 

Website  www.arrowhead1.org October, 2010 

PRESIDENT’S LETTER   Paul McDermott 

 

 
Driving up the Alpine recently, it was apparent the willows and aspens were trying to tell us that fall is 
soon approaching. It has been a busy summer at Arrowhead, with many of the property owners cleaning 
their lots to meet requirements for fire mitigation and defensible space. In addition, many have also been 
cleaning the common ground adjacent to their lots. One look at the forest waste disposal area (stump 
dump) tells us that a lot of material has been hauled out. Everyone should appreciate these efforts. It not 
only improves value of the individual lots, it also improves the appearance and safety of the entire subdivi-
sion.  
 
 
On the subject of clean-up, we had three very successful clean-up days this year, when dozens of neighbors 
got together for a few hours. Their efforts really made a noticeable difference along Ute Drive, Aspen 
Trail, and the nature trail around Hazel Lake. Most of the clean-up days lasted about three to four hours. 
With lots of hands cutting fallen trees, trimming up low hanging branches and loading one of the many do-
nated trailers, it was hard to believe so much could be accomplished in such a short time. Over fourteen 
loads of downed material and tree trimmings were taken to the stump dump on each of the clean-up days. 
A big thank you to the many who turned out to help. Neighbors working together for the benefit of the 
community really brings out one of the things which makes Arrowhead so special. 
 
 
 
With winter quickly approaching (some feel too soon, some feel not soon enough) this is a good time to 
make sure chimneys are cleaned and inspected, and houses are prepared for winter with water piping either 
drained or protected from freezing. Now is also a good time to get fuel and propane tanks filled and snow-
mobiles serviced and ready for the winter (beat the last minute rush). Also, please be sure to check smoke 
alarms and install fresh batteries if necessary. Since almost every house or cabin used in the wintertime at 
Arrowhead has some type of fuel burning heat source—wood or propane—a carbon monoxide detector 
should be installed, preferably in or near the sleeping areas. We want all our neighbors to be safe this win-
ter. 

 
Have a great autumn, and enjoy the fall colors. 
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The Arrowhead Volunteer Fire Department would like to recognize and extend thanks to Gayle Huddleston and Martha 
Cook. 
 Gayle Huddleston has been a two term treasurer who is so diligent and dependable.  She always has the picnic 
change money, chases every last penny to balance the accounts, has suggested several changes to make the system more 
transparent, does a great job on the monthly spreadsheets, and generally has kept the Fire Chief informed and out of any 
financial trouble. 
 
 Martha has done an unbelievable job organizing Base with her meticulous clipboards, protocols, came up with 
helicopter LZ just in time for us to use them for real patients, inputs the NFERS data, attends the Gunnison City EMS 
meetings, and after all that, sells merchandise that has probably brought in $10,000 profit for AVFD. 
 
 The fire department would like to welcome Janet Forbes.  Janet will be filling the treasurer position. 
 
 Although we are thankful that we have not experienced any calls, fire department members have been busy 
training this fall to be prepared in the event that we are needed.  Fall trainings have included: steep slope patient evacua-
tion techniques, chainsaw and tree felling safety, care of patient suffering from fractures, care for patient experiencing 
cardiac event, and two scenario based trainings that  allow the whole department to work together efficiently. 
 
 The Arrowhead Fire Protection District Board has approved funds to purchase equipment needed to efficiently 
affect patient evacuations from steep slopes and forested areas.  This equipment has arrived and is at the fire house if it is 
needed. Funds have also been approved for the purchase of a snowmobile pulled toboggan capable of transporting pa-
tients in un-groomed areas.  This toboggan should arrive before the snow so that we will be well prepared.   

 

Fire Chief’s Letter  Brent Mims 

AVFD 

Bill Boulter  
photo by Melissa Hernandez 

John, Eric, Ron, Joanna at the Fire House Games.  
Photo by Linda Dysart 

Bob, Ron, Brent and John. Photo by Cheri Ratliff 
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With cooler weather here and winter approaching fast, the Arrowhead Volunteer Fire Department would like to re-
mind residents of the following fire prevention tips: 
  
Preparation: 

Install smoke detectors and fire extinguishers. Test them once a month and replace batteries in the spring and fall 
when you adjust your clock time. 

Plan two escape routes 
Practice fire drills using a smoke detector and both escape routes 
Store important documents in a fire-proof box or airtight appliance such as the refrigerator 

Prevention: 

Have your heating and electrical systems checked by a professional to be sure they are properly maintained and 
in good working order 

Have your fireplace and chimney inspected for soot and creosote build-up 
Follow instructions on appliances and heating units 
Take care not to overload electrical outlets 

Escape: 

Leave your home before calling for help 
Feel each door for heat before opening it 
Crawl close to the floor to limit smoke intake 

 

Especially for woodstoves -- 

Preparation: 

Open the dampers before starting a fire in a wood stove 
Vent your stove properly and insulate vent from flammable materials 
Use paper and kindling wood to ignite a fire.  Avoid using lighter fluid, kerosene, or gasoline. 
Keep dry wood away from the stove 
Slow burning fires can create creosote and soot problems.  Small hot fires are more efficient. 

Maintenance: 

Clean the ashes from your stove every week during the heating season.  Dispose of ashes in a metal container 
with a lid and store away from your home and combustibles. 

Inspect your pipes and connections monthly for creosote and soot build-up 

Warning signs: 

Build-up of creosote (dripping from the base of the chimney or staining of the outer chimney shell) 
Sluggish draft (smoke spilling out when the woodstove door is opened) 
Corrosion of the outer shell of a factory built chimney 
Deterioration of the brickwork of a masonry chimney 

 

As a reminder, trainings and meetings are held Tuesdays at 9:30a.m. at the Firehouse.   

All are welcome and encouraged to attend. 

 

Thanks for the continued support! 
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Design Review  Joyce Boulter 
 
   The design review committee has been working all summer.   We have:  3 house starts, 4 garages, 9 sheds,  4 decks 
and remodels,  5 camper pad locations,  17 driveway walk-ins,  and 10 utilities.   The total fees for this construction  
was $5,700.00.  I think all this construction has gone well with only a few road closures.   We have a great group of 
contractors that work in Arrowhead and they are devoted to following the rules and regulations.  Thanks also to these 
guys  for the help they offer to AIA  when  asked. 
 
   The summer is over and a lot of the leaves are gone, but the design review committee will meet in October and No-
vember and then start the new year in January.  We meet the Monday before the Board meeting.   The Board meets on 
the third Saturday, but our meetings are often the second Monday or can be the third Monday.  That is too much to 
remember, so I will post the dates on the Arrowhead web site on the design review page. 
 
   This winter we will be organizing the plans for mitigation and defensible space.  This affects all new property own-
ers and those who have some sort of addition to their property.  If you have a lot with no structure, you will need to 
have a mitigate plan.  You have 2 years to complete the mitigation.  The standards will be given when we contact you.  
If you have bought a lot with a structure, you will need to have a defensible space plan.   You have 1 year to complete 
this plan.  Even if you do not fall into either category, you should be working on mitigation of your lot.  Mitigation is 
the removal of all dead and down trees, trimming up the branches and removing the juniper and other ground fuel.  
More information will be coming out in the Spring.  You may contact Bob Rosenbaum,  970-862-8241 for informa-
tion.  I, along with Bob and all the Arrowhead board would like to thank all those property owners who have been 
cleaning up their lots.  This is important when you live in a forest that can burn and it also just makes Arrowhead look 
nice. 

 
 
 

 
Attached in this Smoke Signal is the flyer pertaining to our Winter Parking Rules.  Please review the flyer and refresh 
your memory and be familiar with using the winter parking lot. One big change this year is that the fee for winter die-
sel parking has significantly increased. 
 
If you are planning to leave the mountains during the winter season for any length of time, PLEASE:                                              
1. Park your snowmobiles and cargo sleds on the West burm of the parking lot.   
                                    
2. Regarding your vehicle (car, truck or UTV) let security know who you are leaving a spare key with in case they 
need to be moved, while the parking lot is being plowed. You also have the option to leave a tagged spare key with 
security, which will be mounted on a numbered board inside a locked container and stored in a safe place.                                     
 
During snow removal days in the parking lot, security will remove any vehicles left (which we don’t really like to do, 
but have no option) that are not removed by the owner (s). 
We hope this is going to be a joyful and safe winter season for us at Arrowhead and remember: PLEASE STAY 
ONLY ON MARKED TRAILS and respect property owner’s property rights! 
When you call the message center, PLEASE leave us a name, address, phone number and the time you called, so that 
we can reply to your inquiry. 

Security Manager   by Reinie Masanetz 

New AIA board members starting in January are Carol Flick and Richard Ostrom. Diane Benson is finishing 
out the term for Sondra Clifton and will begin her 3 year term in January.   

Richard Ostrom is also a returning board member. 
Congratulations and thank you for donating your time to Arrowhead! 
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Arrowhead Improvements Association 

 

Winter Parking 
 
 

1.  You must have a yellow numbered sticker on your motor vehicles, trailers, snowmobiles, ATV’s and 
UTV’s in order to use the winter parking lot.  There is a sign in the parking lot, “Vehicles without an AIA num-
bered sticker will be towed at the owner’s expense”. Security personnel will patrol the lot for rule infractions and 
take appropriate action. Do not leave a vehicle in the main parking lot for an extended period of time that cannot be 
moved if the lot needs plowed. Leave a spare key(s) with Security for vehicles remaining in parking lot for any 
extended period.  Each owner is allowed two (2) non-paid spaces in the parking lot.  
 
2.  Paid spaces will be provided for open/enclosed trailers. Enclosed trailers will park in the designated far West 
side. Snow removal will not be provided to this area thus these trailers will not be required to move when the lot is 
plowed.  Open trailers will park on the North/West corner of the main parking lot. Spaces are available for a fee of 
$50.00 per space and see Security personnel to secure a long-term trailer space.   
 
3.  Snowmobiles will be parked on the elevated West side area of the parking lot. Short-term parking of snowmo-
biles and UTV’s will be allowed for a maximum of three (3) nights in the main area of the parking lot. Chaining 
multiple snowmobiles together in the vehicle parking area is not allowed. 
 
4.  Guests parking will be provided on a limited basis. Two (2) guest passes will be provided to each lot owner and 
are available from Security personnel.  Guest passes are to be placed on the dash board of the guest vehicles.  Prop-
erty owners are responsible for their guests.  Please inform your guests that a telephone is available in the warming 
hut for local calls only. 
 
5.  Weekend vehicles with trailers are to park in the designated area, which is the first row South of the diesel park-
ing.  The vehicle and trailer both must have an AIA numbered sticker or guest pass. No parking will be allowed on 
the East side of the parking lot.  The snowplow must have clear access through this area to dispose of snow during 
routine grooming and to provide emergency access to egress. 
 
6.  Vehicles, snowmobiles and trailers may be parked in the parking lot no earlier than the second Saturday of Oc-
tober  and must be removed from the parking lot no later than May 31st each year (Per our County Use Permit). 
Vehicles, trailers, snowmobiles, ATV’s & UTV’s left in the parking lot after May 31st will be impounded and 
charged a $100 fee; unless other arrangements have been made. Vehicles remaining past 90 days in the impound 
area will be removed at the owner’s expense. 
 
7.  Vehicles with diesel engines have priority for diesel parking spaces. There are now 30 diesel parking spaces. 
Assignment of a parking space to a diesel vehicle must be reserved and paid for by October 1st.  After Oct. 1st,  if 
space is available, assignments will be made on a first come basis. The fee is $200 for the season or $20.00 for the 
weekend (if space is still available).  See Security personnel to reserve a space and pay your fee. 
 
8.  When leaving the lot on snowmobile please stay on marked trails and observe traffic regulations.   

                                                                                                  

                                            

                               Wondering about paying your Snowmobile Club dues?  
 

Contact Kathy Koeltzow 862-8243, Pat Ostrom 862–8438 or Sally Burrichter 862-8424 for  
more information.  



6 

 
 

Arrowhead Fire Protection District   by Ron Benson 
 
A presentation of the proposed 2011 AFPD budget will be on October 15, 2011 at 1 PM at the Arrowhead Fire de-
partment.  This is the first rollout of next year’s budget and will be further refined before final adoption in December 
2010.  The public is invited to the meeting to share input. 
 
 
It is recommended Arrowhead voters carefully consider the amendments and propositions on the November 
ballot.  Specifically, Amendments 60 and 61 and Proposition 101 will drastically affect local and state funding 
of basic services, seek to make constitutional changes, and overturn voter mandated choices.  Please carefully 
read the proposed initiatives to understand the profound effects these changes will cause. 

 
The AIA Board adopted the following regulation on under age drivers at the September AIA meeting. 

 
No person under the age of ten years may operate an off-highway vehicle within the boundaries of the Arrowhead in 
Gunnison Country Subdivision. No person ten years of age or older may operate an off-highway vehicle within the 
boundaries of the Arrowhead in Gunnison Country Subdivision, unless: 
 
1. The person has in his possession a valid driver’s license issued by the State of Colorado or another state; or 
2. The person is accompanied by and under the immediate supervision of a person who has in his possession a valid 
driver’s license issued by the State of Colorado or another state. The phrase “under immediate supervision” shall mean 
that, at a minimum, the unlicensed operator is within direct visual contact of the licensed supervisor. 

 

Nick Garreffa 
 
429 Juniper Dr. 
Arrowhead 
970-209-1294 
970-862-8389 
 
diggernick429@yahoo.com  
 
6617 5700 Rd. 
Olathe, CO 

Backhoe Service/ Handyman 

Utilities/Driveways 
 
Site Clearing/Tree Removal 
 
Storage Sheds 
  
Licensed Septic Systems 
 
Perk Tests 
 
Free Estimates 
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Eric Johnson 
 

Dependable, Reasonable 
 Skidster Work 
 Lot Cleaning 
 Hauling 
 Fire Wood Cutting 

Call 970-862-8399 
Cell# 270-1726 “Chainsaw Johnson” 

A message from the AVFD.  
 
Beginning the 1st of November, AVFD merchandise will be available for purchase from 
the Hole in the Wall Shirt Shoppe at 826 N. 1st in Grand Junction. 970-241-5581.  

This rare photo taken of a MOOSE at Arrowhead 
was sent in by  Rebecca Harris. The photo was taken 
up country on the Alpine at the Forest Service border. 

Wayne Rhodes snapped this photo earlier in the year. 
Triplets?  

The photo club stopped for a picture while on the field trip 
to Crystal Mill. The day was awesome! Pictured below are 
Sharon Pugh, Cheri Ratliff, Rich Ostrom, Pat Ostrom, 
Lindy Lindner, Craig Pugh and “Spike”.       
photo by Linda Dysart 
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE PICTURES AND INFORMATION ON OUR FEATURED PROPERTIES 

405 Aspen Trail  —  Beautiful level lot with paid water tap 
fee.  Small meadow area surrounded by evergreens and 
aspens creates a natural privacy fence around lot.       
   Asking Price - $42,500 

335 Aspen Drive  —  Located on private Aspen Trail, this 
lot has a paid  water tap fee is set back from the road and 
has a nice mix of trees.            
                         Asking Price - $49,000 

205 Aspen Trail — It’s a story-book cabin with newly re-
modeled kitchen, newer furnace, garage with workshop & 
shed on a fabulous private lot that’s been well maintained 
and mitigated.  
                               Offered at $245,000 

     FEATURED CABINS 

 

ARROWHEAD RANCH 
         REAL ESTATE  
 

DON R. GLADWELL Broker/Owner  - LUCIA LEBON Broker/Owner 
 

PO Box 188  Cimarron CO  81220 
(970)  862-8402    (800) 643-9905     

   arrowhr2@fone.net      
www.arrowheadranch.com 

 
Member Montrose MLS, Gunnison MLS,  Montrose Association of  Realtors, National Association of Realtors 

Please visit our website at www.arrowheadranch.com.   
for up-to-date listings of available Arrowhead properties   

 
. 

 

The Fact’s are undeniable, your Local Brokers are still the best performing Realtors for listings and sales in Arrowhead.  
When the best is right here in Arrowhead why look any further.  Think local, work with the Realtors whose only goal is to 

market and sell Arrowhead property.    
As the #1 office in Arrowhead Ranch for bringing Sellers and Buyers together, we will always strive to make 

your real estate experience as hassle free and pleasant as possible. 

VISIT OUR FAN PAGE ON FACEBOOK—BECOME A FAN!  www.arrowheadranchfanpage.com 

LOTS MAY HAVE HIT THEIR LOWEST VALUE IN YEARS!   
 
 

  INVESTORS  
  DON”T MISS              

  THIS  
  OPPORTUNITY. 

 

200 Spruce — Perfect for a weekend mountain get-a-way!  
Cabin has 2 bedrooms, loft area, 2 baths, laundry room, 
kitchen breakfast bar, woodstove, log siding and beautiful 
meadow and forest views.    
                         Offered at $205,000 
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Gary Moore Services LLC 
Insured  and Licensed Gunnison County Contractor.  

Septic systems, water and utility line installations, French drainage sys-
tems. Driveways & culverts, lot mitigation and lot clean up.  

 
 

Sheds, decks, cabins and home construction by Brian Perry. 

1856 6400 Rd 
Montrose, CO 

 

 (970) 275-0316 855 Wildflower 
 Arrowhead, CO         

 

& 
 

 INFORMATION 1800 SPRUCE ROAD 
 

$199,500 fully furnished  
854’ main floor 264’ loft = 1,128’ 

           + front deck 128’ rear 72’ 
 

A-Frame in private location near winter parking and firehouse. 
Excellent opportunity to own a mountain getaway for your own pleasure or 
to use for rental income until you are ready to join the unique lifestyle only 
found at Arrowhead.  An excellent time to invest at a price under replace-
ment cost and appraisal.  Cabin is small but furnished to accommodate 6-8 
with easy maintenance. 
 
Complete renovation in 2007!  New green metal roof with two Vellux sky-
lights and Vellux solar tube.  New windows and doors exterior/interior.  
Cedar exterior siding with many cedar interior touches including cedar wrapped open beams.  There is a front deck entry 8’ x 16’ 
and new Trex rear deck 6’ x 12’with built in benches. 
 
Interior floors are laminate, tile and carpet.  New cabinetry in kitchen and bath, new countertops with unique aspen leaf 
design for breakfast bar and work counters.  Ivory no seam under mount double sink, dishwasher/disposal, stackmate 
washer/dryer.  Propane and electric heating.  Lot is fully mitigated and secluded. 
 
Inclusions: Two Queen beds, one twin, one day bed,  hideabed couch, two dressers, kitchen table, two recliners, lamps, 
end tables, 2 TV cabinets, 1 TV/ VCR, 2 bar stools.  Kitchen basics including dishes, microwave.  “Cabin” design bed-
ding.  Propane barbecue, picnic table, deck furniture. 
 

CALL YOUR ARROWHEAD REALTOR TO SEE THIS CABIN!! 
 

Arrowhead Ranch   Tamarack at Arrowhead       RE/Max-Deb Dietmeyer 
                         Don or Lucia 862-8402                     Jeri or Carol 862-8375               Cell  970 250-1443 

Preserving  Autumn leaves. 
To preserve beautiful fall colored leaves gather boughs that still 
have some green leaves.  Cut the stems diagonally with sharp scis-
sors or knife and wrap them with damp paper towels and then alu-
minum foil.  When you get home, unwrap and put them in a mix-
ture of 1/2 glycerin and 1/2 warm water. Let branches stand in the 
mixture until it is all absorbed.  The leaves will feel waxy when 
they are ready.  Place in a vase or use in a fall bouquet.  Leaves 
preserved in this manner will last most of the winter.  You can find 
glycerin at any drug store  or large supermarket. 

Notice 
All real estate advertised herein is subject to the Fed-
eral Fair Housing Law.  The Arrowhead Improve-
ments Association and its publication “Smoke Sig-
nals”, will not knowingly accept any advertising for 
real estate which is a violation of the law, both Federal 
or State.  If you feel you 9have been discriminated 
against call the Colorado Civil Rights Division at 248-
7329 or HUD 303-844-6158 or 1-800-669-9777. 
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Glynn Abbott             131 Crest Dr. 
325-668-0678          970-862-8207 
 
Home Repair & Maintenance Remodeling 
Door & Window Replacement Storage Sheds 
*House Construction Decks 
Flooring & Countertops Cabinets Installed 
Custom made Aspen Furniture Garages 
 
*New House Construction By Bohnenkamp Construction 
 

 
SNOWMOBILES FOR SALE 

 
1994 Arctic Cat - 2 up  $500 

 
1995 Polaris - 2 up  $500 

 
Or purchase both for $900 

Contact Mary Simpson 
 

(970) 261– 0245 

 
Todd DeJong 

Licensed General Contractor 
970-261-3740 

djbuildersinc@gmail.com 
 

*ON BUDGET     *ON TIME     *TOP QUALITY 
Turn key projects or any phase of construction 

 
                               *CABINS                                  *ADDITIONS                                 *DRIVEWAYS 

 
                               *GARAGES                              *REMODLES                                 *SHEDS 
 
                               *UTILITIES                              *ROOF REPAIR                             *MITIGATION 
 
                            *LOT CLEAN UP                     * MAINTENANCE                         *STAINING/PAINTING 

Want to trade? 
 
 I have a nice two bedroom one bath townhome in Cedaredge, CO that I would like to trade 
for a lot in Arrowhead.  I would be willing to look at all options.  The townhouse is currently 
rented for $675.00 a month plus utilities.  Many upgrades and in a nice location.   
Priced at $132,500.   

Lets make a deal!   970-260-8127 
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Fire Protection Zones—Tree Trimming 
Tree Removal—Lot Clearing 

Stump Grinding—Slash Removal 

   Serving Arrowhead property owners since 1993 
            “Let us take care of your tree needs”  
                      Serving Arrowhead Property Owners Since 1993 

       Ken Doss               insured              Will Hobson 
 970-209-5065                                  970-862-8239 
                              Cimarron, CO   

 
FIBR, LLC 

Dealer for HARRISTONE 
World’s Most Beautiful 
Authentic  -  Looking 

Synthetic Stone 
Jim Darnell, 1150 Spruce Rd.  

(970) 862-8298 

2010 Photo Show Contest winners named.  Rich Ostrom won Best of Show for “Sunset at Cimarron”,  blue rib-
bon, went to Don Koeltzow for “ Antelope Canyon”, red ribbon, Rich Ostrom “Somewhere in Time” white ribbon, 
Rich Ostrom, for “The Last Dollar Gate”, Honorable Mention, Kathy Koeltzow, “Refrig-a-Deere”. 
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From:  Arrowhead Improvements Association, Inc. 
             P.O. Box 89 
            Montrose, CO  81402  

PRSRT STD 
US Postage Paid 
Montrose, CO 
Permit #37 

Address service requested 

Rachael Ray’s Easy Tortellini Soup  
 
1 quart chicken stock 
1 16-ounce bag tortellini, dried or fresh 
(fresh tortellini is found near the cheese in the refrigerated section) 
1 bunch spinach 
Zest of 1 lemon 
Freshly grated Parmigiano-Reggiano 
Yields:  2 servings 
Preparation:  Place a medium pot over medium-high heat and bring the stock to a boil. Drop the tortellini 
into the pot and cook according to package directions.  In the last 30 seconds of cooking, add the spinach 
and lemon zest into the pot.  Season with salt and pepper, and garnish each serving with some freshly grated 
Parmigiano-Reggiano. 

Sugar and Nut Glazed Brie from West of the Rockies cookbook                                Yields:  10 appetizers 
 
1/4 cup brown sugar, packed 
1/4 cup broken almonds, walnuts or pecans 
1 Tbsp whiskey or brandy 
1 (14 ounce) wheel of Brie cheese 
Assorted crackers, apple slices, pears, seedless grapes 
 
Place Brie in 9-inch pie plate or like container.  Bake cheese at 500* for 4 to 5 minutes. Put sugar mixture 
into 2-cup glass measuring cup. Microwave uncovered on high for 1 minute.  Sprinkle sugar mixture over 
top, bake 2 to 3 minutes more. 

Fall Recipes  


