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Many questions come in over the course of a year so this article will be an attempt to answer some of the most common
questions about Arrowhead trees. While these answers may be of some help they are not intended to replace an onsite visit by
the Arrowhead forester.

What species of trees do we have at Arrowhead? Douglas fir, engelmann and Colorado blue spruce, subalpine fir (commonly
called balsam) and aspen. There is one large ponderosa pine and a few seedlings about 100 yards down Columbine road. There
are also a few areas with limber pine, primarily on common land, near the far end of Crest.

How long do these trees live at Arrowhead? While there are many variables, the following are reasonable expectations for
the life of a species: Douglas fir — 250 to 400 (occasionally more), spruce — 200 to 250, subalpine fir — 100 to 150, aspen — 100 to
130, ponderosa pine - 200 to 300, limber pine — 200 to 400.

How do | identify the different tree species? Ask Bill Conway

How do | know if Douglas fir beetles are killing my trees? These beetles fly in about mid-June and bore a small hole through
the bark. Boring dust can be found in the furrows of the bark. If the trees are healthy than can produce enough pitch to push the
beetles out and the pitch streams can be seen on the bark. At this point there is no way to know if the tree will live or die.

How will | know when the Douglas fir tree is dead? The beetles are in the tree for one year and cut off the circulation in the
tree which occurs in the cambium layer just under the bark. The tree will stay green through the winter but when it tries to come
out of dormancy in the spring there will be no water available to the top and the tree will turn completely red in about three days.

Will the beetles fly to my other trees? Yes, Douglas fir beetles are “short fliers” and most of them will emerge about two
weeks after the tree turns red and fly to the largest nearby trees. To prevent this infection of other trees, the dead Douglas fir
need to be removed from Arrowhead within 10 days after turning red.

Can | get help to have these trees removed? Yes, Arrowhead currently has a grant from the State of Colorado to pay for
removal of beetle infested trees on both community property and private lots. There is a licensed and insured contractor already
under contract to do that work this spring. Contact Bill Conway to make those arrangements.

Can | use these trees for firewood? No, retaining the bole of these trees at Arrowhead will result in the death of other nearby
Douglas fir.

How can | prevent the beetles from killing my Douglas fir trees? Put up MCH packs at the proper time and spacing. The
MCH packs contain a synthetic pheromone that repels the beetles. The timing, number and placement of the packs are all
important and there are variations depending on the type of trees and their arrangement on your lot. Contact Bill Conway for
additional information.

Do the MCH packs work on spruce, as well as on Douglas fir? The short answer is maybe. The packs were designed by
replicating a pheromone put out by Douglas fir beetles when the trees are fully occupied with beetles. This scent causes other
beetles to move out of the area. There is some evidence that this works on spruce beetles but maybe not as well as on Douglas fir
beetles. (Each species of tree has its own kind of bark beetle).

How do | know if beetles are attacking and killing my spruce trees? Spruce trees have thin bark and woodpeckers like to
eat the beetles. Large amounts of bark accumulate at the base of the tree and are especially obvious on the snow. Spruce beetles
are in the tree for two to three years before the tree dies. Sometimes the beetles will only attack one side of the tree; called a
strip attack. The tree protects itself by putting out pitch. Over time the tree will start looking yellow and the crown will look thin
from needle loss. When to remove the tree is a judgement call and Bill Conway can help you with that. If the tree is still beetle
infested he may be able to arrange removal at no cost.

Why do | see DO NOT CUT painted on spruce blow down trees? This is a method of removing spruce beetles at
Arrowhead. The spruce beetles will go into the blow down trees at 10 times the rate they will into a standing tree because their
preferred habit is present but there is no pitch to push them out of the tree. These are called “trap” trees and are removed from

Arrowhead with the beetles in August using grant money from the State of Colorado. .
Continue on to page 7...












BRING YOUR FRIENDS AND FAMILIES . .. EVERYONE IS WELCOME!

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY (8TH @ 2PM
ARROWHEAD FIRE HOUSE PICNIC GROUND

v Sign-up for Chili potluck ia required
v ‘Irons and golf balla provided
v ‘Bring your anowshoes

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED FOR PREPARATION OF THE EVENT
PLEASE CONTACT JOANIE 970-862-8415

Sponsored by the AVFD







From: Arrowhead Improvements Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 83
Gunnison, CO 81230

Address service requested

2017 BOOK CLUB READING LIST
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Date: Book & Author:

Feb. 3™ Read any book of your choosing!

Mar. 3rd The Water Diviner by Andrew Anastasios

Jun. 2™ Leaving Time by Jodi Picoult

Jul. 7" The Nightingale by Kristin Hannah

Aug. 4" Age of Innocence by Edith Wharton
*Sept. 8" China Dolls by Lisa see

Oct. 6 Deception Point by ban Brown

Nov. 3™ Discuss one of your favorite books!

We usually meet the 1° Friday of the month, at the
Lodge at 11:30am; exception marked with *

For more information or to be put on the email
list, please call Linda Dysart 970-862-8287.




